PRESS RELEASE

Basseterre, Gt. Kitts, Wednesday August 30", 2000

The Government of Gt. Kitts and Nevis in cCollaboratioh with the
Caribbean Planning for Adaptation to Climate Change (CPACC)
Project, the General SeCretariat Of the Orgahisation of AmeriCanh Gtates
and the National QOceahiC ahd AtmospheriCc Administration of the US
Department of Commerce is host t0 a five-day workshop oh “Econhomic
Decision-making Tools for Climate Chanhge Adaptation ahd Mitigation.

The effort iS based oOh two pilot components within the four year
CPACC Project which aim to “assist pilot partiCipating countries toO
apply the tOOIS Of resource Valuationh, environmental accounting, the
applicatioh Of economicC anhd regulatory ihstruments anhd envirohmental
decision-making for use in the development Of poliCy frameworks and
regulatory approaches within the context Of the Coastal ahd marine
resources ahd the wider CPACC objectives.

The overall purpose of the Caribbean Planhning for Adaptatioh to
Climate Chanhge (CPACC) Project is “to support Caribbeanh counties in
preparing t0 Cope with the adverse effects of global Climate Chanhge
(GCC), particularly sea-level rise, onh Coastal areas through assessing
vulnerability (physical and ecohomicC); plahhing and building Capacity.

The Government of Gt. Kitts must be acknowledged for their support in
the orgahisation ahd cCoordination Of the workshop as well as their
commitment to the CPACC Project in general. The QAS office in Gt.
Kitts ahd the Natiohal Qceahic and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA) also provided signhificant support.

The five-day meeting has brought partiCipants from aCross the regionh to
discuss inhovative approaches to environmental decision-making and
poliCy development. Tt is hoped that the techhiques disCuss will better
arm techniCiahs ahd decision-makers ih ehsuring that development is truly
sustainable. Onhe theme, which was Ffirmly established during the
workshop, is the CritiCal heed fOr a regionh-wide integrated approach to




environmental mahagement, particularly the mahagement of Coastal and
marine resources ahd addressing envirohmental threats.

TRepresentation straddled the region incCluding partiCipants from Anhtigua
ahd Barbuda, Barbados, Belize, the Commonhwealth Oof Dominica, Gt.
Lucia, Trinidad ahd Tobago, St. Kitts and Nevis. Also represented were
the Natural Resources Mahagement (Jhit of the (Qrgabhisation Of
Americah States (OECS), the University of MarYlahd, the Monhtego Bay
Marine Park Trust, Solar DyhamiCs (Barbados) Ltd, the University of the
West Indies, Centre for Resource Mahagement Studies ahd others.

The meeting has also brought together partiCipahts from Varying
disciplines i.e. ecohomics, finance, environhmental anhd hatural resource
mahagement, administration, |egal ahd others.

The meeting is part Of g continhuing effort tO encourage and facCilitate ah
integrated regiohal approaCh to the sustaihable mahagement Of our
Coastal ahd marihe resources anhd their protectioh from SighifiCant
threats Such as sea-level rise.
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